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Bed & Breakfast
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LAKE GEORGE AREA’S ONLY 9 TIME RECIPIENT OF  

WEDDINGWIRE COUPLE’S CHOICE AWARD 2012-2020

Couples see their weddings as 
not only the start of a new life 
together, but also as one of the 
most important organizational 
jobs they may ever encounter. 
Looking at weddings in the latter 
light makes it easy to see why 
many couples hire professional 
wedding planners.

Many couples initially eschew the 
idea of hiring wedding planners. 
But when it comes to wedding 
expertise, professional planners 
can guide couples in all the right 
directions, ultimately helping 
them save money overall.

Expertise is not the only advan-
tage to hiring a wedding planner. 
These people are often skilled at 
negotiations and can serve as 
buffers between couples and ven-
dors. Brides and grooms also can 

rely on wedding planners to avoid 
to succumbing to the stress of 
planning their weddings. The fol-
lowing are some other reasons 
why hiring a wedding planner can 
be a smart move.

n Planners handle the not-

so-fun parts. Trying cake flavors 
and picking out bouquet colors 
might be exciting, but figuring out 
how many tipsy wedding guests 
can fit in a shuttle bus back to a 
hotel may not. Wedding planners 
can step in when necessary to 
handle the more mundane tasks, 
like organizing receipts or putting 
together guest toiletry baskets. 

n Planners may be privy to 

discounts. Some planners may 
have long-lasting professional 
relationships with vendors, and 

these relationships may help cou-
ples get better prices on certain 
services. Planners also have the 
expertise to advise on which pur-
chases are smart and which may 
be unnecessary. 

n Properly vet vendors and 

stay on top of deadlines. 
Wedding planners can investigate 
all vendors and be in charge of 
getting them paid on time. 
Planners also can keep track of 
upcoming deadlines, ensuring 
that all parties arrive on time to 
rehearsals, fittings, appointments, 
and, of course, the wedding.

n Planners can help estab-

lish a budget. Wedding plan-
ners can assist couples in devel-
oping their wedding budgets. 
Because they know how much 

many services cost, planners can 
provide accurate estimates on 
wedding bills and how to allocate 
funds.

n Planners can free up time. 
When couples are not bogged 
down with running errands or 
scheduling every detail of the 
wedding, they can enjoy the time 
leading up to their weddings even 
more. That means more time can 
be spent planning the honey-
moon.

Get married to the idea of 
hiring a wedding planner
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Wedding invitations often provide 
guests with a first glimpse of a 
wedding’s style. Invitations also 
may serve as the means by which 
distant friends and relatives find 
out about a couple’s pending 
nuptials if a formal announce-
ment was not made.

Couples should keep certain 
things in mind as they begin to 
design their wedding invitations.

n Have a good idea of your 

potential guest list. Before shop-
ping for wedding invitations, it is 
key to have a strong idea of just 
how big the wedding will be and 
how many guests will be invited. 
This way you will know how many 
invitations you will need. 
Invitations vary in price, so cost 
may be a consideration if your 
guest list is extensive. 

n Decide on the formality of the 

wedding. Will you be hosting a 
black tie affair, or will it be a 
casual gathering at the shore? 
Guests infer many things about 
the wedding from the invitations, 
which should match the formality 
of the event in style and the sen-
timents expressed. An ornate invi-

tation written with classic wording 
suggests a more formal affair, 
while a whimsical invitation with 
less formal wording could indi-
cate a more laid-back event. 

n Dare to be different by play-

ing with invitation sizes and 

shapes. Rectangular cards are 
standard for wedding invitations, 
but you can explore your creativi-
ty by choosing more modern, 
artsy invitations. Circular invites 
or scalloped edges can add some 
whimsy to the wedding mood. 
Invitations that fold out or are 
embellished with ribbon or other 
decorations can be appealing. 
Just keep in mind that cards that 
are not the standard shape and 
size could be more costly to send. 
Always have the entire wedding 
invitation weighed and priced at 
the post office so you will know 
what the postage will cost.

n Choose a legible font and text 

color. Your invitation may look 
beautiful, but it may prove inef-
fective if it is difficult to read. Do 
not risk guests misinterpreting 
the date or the location because 
they cannot read the writing on 
the invitation. 

n Keep the invitation simple. It 
may be tempting to load the invi-
tation with lots of information, 
but all you really need are the 
key pieces of information, such 
as the “who,” “what,” “where,” 
and “when.” Crowding the card 
will take away from its aesthetic 
appeal. Most stationers will sug-
gest a separate, smaller insert 
in the wedding invitation for the 
reception information and 
response card. Never put infor-
mation such as where you are 
registered or “no kids allowed.” 
This is material better reserved 
for word of mouth or on a wed-
ding Web site.

n Do some math. It is important 
to know your dates so you can 
receive the invitations on time, 
mail them out, and give guests 
enough time to respond. A good 
rule of thumb is to mail out the 
invitations at least two months 
before the wedding. Have an 
RSVP date of no more than 
three to four weeks before the 
wedding, giving ample time to 
the caterers and accommodat-
ing anyone who procrastinates 
in sending in a response. You 

will need the final headcount in 
order to confirm seating 
arrangements and plan for cen-
terpieces and favors.

n Handwrite the envelopes. 
Your invitation will look more 
impressive if you address them 
by hand, rather than printing 
them off of a computer. If your 
handwriting is not very neat, 
consider hiring a professional 
calligrapher to write out your 
envelopes. 

n Make it easy for guests to 

respond. Be sure to place a 
stamp on the response card 
envelope and have that enve-
lope already addressed with 
your home address so that 
guests will have no excuses not 
to mail a response back prompt-
ly.

n Always order extra. Mistakes 
happen, and you may need to 
send out a few extra invitations 
that you hadn’t originally count-
ed. Always order extra invitations 
just to be on the safe side. And 
don’t forget you will probably 
want to keep one as a keepsake 
for yourself.  

Wedding 
invitations 
tip sheet

Did you know? 
Many people feel the type of flowers chosen for wedding ceremonies symbolize different 

things. While some couples may make their final decision on wedding day flowers based 

cost, they may be surprised to know what different flowers have traditionally symbolized. 

For example, according to TheKnot.com, a multiplatform resource for all things nuptial, 

roses have long been considered a symbol of beauty and love. Writers and poets alike 

have long relied on roses as metaphors for emotion, beauty and true love. Lily of the 

valley is another popular flower that's more than just a natural beauty. Though lily of the 

valley is one of the more expensive flowers couples can choose for their weddings, some 

legends link the flower to happiness, while followers of England's royal family no doubt 

remember that lily of the valley was the flower chosen by Duchess of Cambridge Kate 

Middleton for her 2011 wedding to Prince William. 
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Making the wedding of your 
dreams a reality may require 
some creativity. It can be 
challenging to organize all of the 
creative ideas swimming around 
in your head, but inspiration 
boards may be able to help.

Inspiration boards, sometimes 
referred to as idea boards, are 
commonly used by interior 
designers, artists, writers, and 
even wedding planners. Such 
boards can serve a great purpose 
when starting a new project, 
especially if all of your creative 
ideas seem to lack cohesion. 
Sometimes seeing things 
together, rather than in bits and 
pieces on their own, can fuel even 
more creativity.

Inspiration boards can include 
magazine clippings, photographs, 

fabric swatches, quotes or literary 
passages, and color swatches. As 
the idea board grows, you may 
find a common denominator 
among your inspirational 
elements. This can help 
determine a theme for your 
wedding or jump-start other 
planning.

While poster boards may be 
more traditional idea boards, 
creative ideas also can be 
compiled in binders or 
scrapbooks. Plus, they're 
portable, which means you can 
take a scrapbook to a meeting 
with a wedding vendor and show 
him or her your concepts for the 
wedding. 

Later, when photographers, 
florists and other vendors have 
been booked, you can attach 

receipts or 
agreements to the 
inspiration board for 
future reference. 
This keeps all of 
your important 
wedding information 
in one place rather than requiring 
you to search through different 
folders or files for important 
documents. In addition, if friends 
or family members ask for advice 
on vendors and planning their 
own weddings in the future, you 
can readily access your 
inspiration board.

To start building your own 
board or book, take clippings of 
photos or articles that resonate 
with you. As you visit bridal shops 
and other stores, take fabric 
swatches and pictures of 

particular 
looks. Attend bridal 

shows and take home 
promotional materials.Remember, 
inspiration may not always come 
from bridal-related resources. 
Anything you come across in your 
daily life , such as window-
shopping at a furniture store or 
passing an art exhibit may inspire 
some creativity.

Inspiration boards bring 
wedding plans to life
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Taking your
Special Moments
to New Heights.

Julie Cogswell
FAA Certified sUAS Pilot, Fully Insured

Weddings, Real Estate, Special Events, Promotional,
Interior Virtual Tours, Insurance Inspections

Phone: 802-236-9390  Email: skyviewdpv@gmail.com

Serving NY & VT

Talk To
Us First!

With catering available
20 to 200 people

Wedding Receptions • Private Parties • Social Events
Round Tables • Sizable Dance Floor • Outside Pavilion

Exceptional Value on Hall Rental!

BINGO EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT!

American Legion Post 50
PO Box 355, Bomoseen, VT

Call John Tester at 802-468-8962

Donna Summer may have sung 
about making the most of life with 
her song 'Last Dance' in the 
1970s, but during a wedding 
reception most of the focus is on 
the first dance of the evening 
when the newlyweds take to the 
dance floor for the first time after 
tying the knot. Not only does the 
first dance give the couple an 
opportunity to shine on the dance 
floor, but it also can help set the 
tone for the reception to follow.

A couple's first dance is signifi-
cant. Traditionally, the first dance 
was performed to a slow waltz, 
but now the first dance is not gov-
erned by any rules. 

Many couples like to push bound-
aries or get creative with their first 
dances, and this can make the 
wedding even more memorable. 

In fact, some couples enroll in 
dance classes or enlist the help of 
choreographers to ensure an epic 
opening dance number. Social 
media is full of videos of innova-
tive couples performing spot-on 
dance routines from classic dance 
movies like 'Dirty Dancing' or 
beautifully choreographed dances 
to popular first dance songs such 
as 'At Last' or 'Can't Help Falling in 
Love.' 

Whether a couple wants to per-
form an intricate tango or simply 
wants to sway to the music on the 
first dance, here are some point-
ers to keep in mind.

n Choose a wedding song that 

has meaning. It may be fun to do 
a dance routine to DNCE's 'Cake 
by the Ocean,' but remember your 
first dance song will forever be 

linked to your life as a couple. 
Select a song that has deep 
meaning to you. Read over the lyr-
ics to make sure it's an appropri-
ate wedding song.

n Tame those nerves. Practicing 
is a way to feel more confident in 
your steps, and that will help keep 
nerves at bay. Many couples expe-
rience a bit of stage fright. Just 
keep in mind that these friends 
and family are at the wedding to 
support you and not judge your 
dance moves. 

n Work with a professional. If 
you desire something more intri-
cate for the first dance and you 
have the budget to pay for some 
dance lessons, go for it. An 
instructor can take you through 
dance basics or help you choreo-
graph a more polished piece. 

First dances are memorable 
moments at wedding receptions. 
Guests can't wait to hear the song 
couples choose, and some cou-
ples exceed guests' expectations 
with their impressive moves.

Make the first dance 
even more special

First dances are a memorable moment for not only the bride 

and groom, but for guests as well.
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New Modern Portable Toilets
• Flushable Units with Sinks

• Handicapped Accessible

• Scented Toilets

• Variety of Colors & Scents

• Guaranteed to be the
  Cleanest, Always!

Family Owned
for Over 34 Years

Serving Rutland County

802-438-5722

802-775-0220
www.A1seweranddrainservice.com

157 Quality Lane, Rutland VT

Bonnie & Clyde’s
Gourmet on the Run!

25 Feeder Street, Hudson Falls, NY 12839
Hours: Monday thru Friday 11AM-7:30PM

Closed: Saturday & Sunday
518-741-0861 or 518-741-6109

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

Wedding & Event Catering

TRY NEW!   TRY FRESH!

One of the highest ratings on                     .com

Gourmet on the Run!
Second

Place

“Best caterer”

Engagement ring purchases are 
usually a solo endeavor, with the 
groom having an idea of the ring 
style and color his bride-to-be 
prefers. But couples usually shop 
for their wedding ring sets togeth-
er, and such excursions can be 
special and meaningful.

Like many decisions couples 
make when planning their wed-
dings, choosing rings comes 
down to personal preference. 
There are no steadfast rules 
when it comes to purchasing 
wedding rings, but some guide-
lines can make shopping far eas-
ier.

As couples prepare to shop for 
rings, it can help for each person 
to list the attributes he or she 

would like in a ring. This should 
include the type of metal, color, 
width, and even cost. 

A wedding band should comple-
ment the engagement ring but 
not be a perfect match. An 
ornate engagement ring might 
look better with a simple band, 
and vice-versa. Similarly cut gem-
stones also can complement an 
engagement ring. If the bride 
chooses to wear both her 
engagement ring and wedding 
band together on the same fin-
ger, she should choose a band 
that will accommodate the 
curves of uniquely shaped 
engagement rings. 

Couples can make some early 
choices even before they visit 

jewelry stores. Narrow down your 
options so the experience will not 
be overwhelming. When the time 
comes to shop, give yourselves 
at least two months to browse 
and then choose the rings you 
like best.

Lifestyle and daily routine should 
be considered at all times. These 
rings will be worn daily, and no 
one wants to fret about a ring 
being too delicate to stand up to 
everyday wear and tear. 

When getting rings sized, both 
the bride and groom should go 
when their fingers aren't swollen 
from exercise or early in the 
morning after they may have 
retained fluid. Shopping should 
take place when hands aren't too 

hot or cold. This will allow the 
best size so the bands fit com-
fortably and will have enough 
wiggle room should fingers swell 
or shrink a little bit.

People can protect their invest-
ments by keeping the ring on as 
much as possible and only 
removing it when engaging in 
demanding physical activity or 
when working with chemicals. 
Store the ring in a safe spot 
when you are not wearing it so 
you are less likely to lose it.

Wedding rings  can be purchased 
from any number of retailers. 
Just be sure the rings are of 
good quality and sellers stands 
by the craftsmanship.  

The basics of shopping 
for wedding rings
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Couples opting to get back to 
basics, streamline their nuptials 
and create more intimate and less 
superficial affairs often gravitate 
toward rustic celebrations to show-
case their ideals. Rustic weddings 
also may appeal to environmental-
ists and men and women who 
want their weddings to be as eco-
friendly as possible.

Rustic weddings may include those 
ceremonies and receptions that 
take place outdoors or in abodes, 
such as barns, wineries, castles, or 
converted silos or town factories. In 
fact, Bridal Guide says that barn 
weddings have never been more 
popular among both urban and 
rural couples alike.

Coordinating a rustic wedding may 
mean letting go of perceived 

notions of how everything from 
food to favors to flowers should be. 
In fact, one way to describe rustic 
weddings  and 
especially the 
floral arrange-
ments that 
adorn them  is 
"purposely 
imperfect."

Rustic wed-
ding bouquets 
may seem like 
they were 
plucked right 
out of the gar-
den or 
grabbed 
through a 
stroll in a 
meadow. They're rarely symmetri-

cal or feature the customary flow-
ers of more formal wedding cele-
brations. 

When design-
ing rustic bou-
quets, florists 
may keep the 
stems of wild-
flowers or 
other blooms 
untethered for 
a relaxed feel. 
Long stemmed 
arrangements 
are quite popu-
lar, and trends 
point toward 
bouquets that 
are loosely tied 
with raffia, 

twine, vines and other natural 

materials rather than more refined 
ribbon. 

Another way rustic bouquets set 
themselves apart is with the intro-
duction of other elements into the 
arrangements. Not merely blooms 
and greenery, rustic pieces may 
feature twigs, vines, berries, scabi-
osa pods, ivy, and feathery ferns. 
The heights of elements in the 
bouquet are varied, and the bou-
quets will not have an overly uni-
form shape. Rustic bouquets are 
far from pretentious, and brides 
shouldn't feel that these bouquets 
are delicate or will fall apart when 
handled.

When planning a rustic wedding, 
couples can work with their florists 
to create bouquets and arrange-
ments that fit with their visions. 

Rustic bouquets add natural flair 
to wedding celebrations
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Couples engaged to be 
married have a lot on their plates 
as they begin planning their 
weddings. Whereas tradition 
once demanded parents of the 
bride pay for a couple's wedding, 
nowadays more and more 
engaged couples are completely 
or partially financing their own 
nuptials. That means prospective 
brides and grooms must develop 
wedding budgets that won't 
ensure their first act as Mr. and 
Mrs. is paying down debt.

In its 2015 Real Weddings 
Study, online bridal resource The 
Knot found that many couples 
still receive substantial financial 
support from their parents to pay 
for their weddings. The survey 
found that, on average, the 
bride's parent's contributed 44 
percent of the overall wedding 
budget in 2015. Couples who 
hope to follow that formula or 

pay for their weddings on their 
own can heed the following tips 
to build wedding budgets that 
won't break the bank but will still 
ensure a day to remember 
forever.

n Gather quotes before 

choosing where to tie the 

knot. Where couples get mar-
ried will have a great impact on 
how much money they will spend 
on their weddings. For example, 
the Real Weddings Study found 
that, in 2015, the average wed-
ding in Manhattan cost couples 
slightly more than $82,000, 
while the average Alaskan wed-
ding cost just over $17,000. 
Venues within the same city can 
vary greatly with regard to pricing 
and offerings as well, so couples 
should give themselves ample 
time to gather quotes and find 
an affordable venue they like. 

n Examine your collective 

finances. Few couples know the 
details of each other's finances 
before getting engaged. While 
some may still hesitate to share 
their personal financial informa-
tion upon getting engaged, an 
open and honest discussion and 
examination of each person's 
finances is the only way to devel-
op a realistic wedding budget 
that both partners can live with. 
Once couples know what they 
can contribute, they can then 
consult their parents to deter-
mine if their mothers and fathers 
are intending to contribute.

n Develop a preliminary 

guest list. A preliminary guest 
list can give couples an idea of 
how large and expensive their 
weddings will be. According to 
the Real Weddings Study, the 
average cost per wedding guest 

in 2015 was $237. While that 
cost can vary greatly depending 
on geography and other factors, 
couples should keep that figure 
in mind when drafting their guest 
lists. If need be, keep costs down 
by trimming the guest list so it 
includes only close family mem-
bers and friends.

n Don't count on gifts. Many 
couples justify runaway wedding 
budgets by telling themselves 
that they will ultimately get the 
money back via wedding gifts. 
While many guests will give 
financial gifts, counting on such 
windfalls is a recipe for accruing 
debt. Do not build potential wed-
ding gifts into your wedding bud-
get. If you do so and your expec-
tations fall short, you could be 
facing considerable debt upon 
returning home from your honey-
moon.

How to build your wedding budget

211 Frank Lord Rd., Shrewsbury, VT 05738
(802) 558-8955 • www.preferredrestrooms.com

Servicing Vermont and eastern New York

Portable Luxury 
Restrooms for YourRestrooms for YourRestrooms for Your

Outdoor Events
Mention this ad for a free complimentary basket

Essential, Luxury & Handicap 
Trailers Available
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Tuesday - Friday 9AM-1PM & 3PM-6PM
Saturday Noon-4PM

WEDDING TIME EXPERIENCE

Make Your Special Day
a Memorable Occasion

with a

Horse Drawn
Carriage or

Wagon Ride
Owned and operated by Merrit & Heidi Bruce

Call to discuss Dates, Times and Rates

518-642-2902

or Cell 802-558-0409
348 County Route 12 • Granville, NY

Parties Weddings

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 7AM-2PM daily
Breakfast all day, Lunch after 11AM

Come to our sugarhouse for the best breakfast around!
 After breakfast, check out our gift shop for all your souvenir, 
gift, and maple syrup needs. We look forward to your visit!

Sugar & Spice Restaurant & Gift Shop
Rt. 4, Mendon, VT • 802-773-7832

www.sugarandspice.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 7AM-2PM dailyServing Breakfast & Lunch 7AM-2PM daily

MAPLE 
FAVORS!

  Wedding attire is known more 
for style than comfort. Formal 
wear, high heels do not always 
equate to a day of comfort. While 
dressing up will never be the 
same as slipping into a well-worn 
pair of jeans, there are ways for 
brides, grooms and guests to be 
comfortable on the big day.

n  Dress for the weather. It’s 
tempting to put appearances 
before comfort. However, wearing 
clothing without regard for the 
weather is a surefire way to be 
uncomfortable all day long. 
Choose lightweight fabrics for 
warm weather occasions, and 
heavier fabrics when attending a 
winter wedding. Wraps, short 
jackets, muffs, and decorative 
scarves allow women to cover up 
if there’s a chill from the weather 
or if air conditioning is set too 
cold.

n  Invest in alterations. Few 

people can wear clothing, espe-
cially formal attire, right off the 
rack. The services of a good tai-
lor can prove invaluable. 
Shortened hemlines or tightened 
sleeves can make dresses fit bet-
ter. Shapewear or support com-
ponents may be added to the 
wedding gown so that extra 
undergarment layers can be 
avoided. The less you have to 
fuss with clothing, the more com-
fortable you will be. Try on your 
outfit without alterations and 
point out the areas that are both-
ersome. Is a bodice slipping 
down? Is the tuxedo jacket a little 
too snug? Speak with the tailor 
about what can be done to reme-
dy the situation.

n  Choose the right size. Formal 
wear is frequently governed by a 
different set of sizes from every-
day attire. Formal items are cut 
smaller and more in line with 

high fashion couture sizing. 
Expect to have to go up in size 
with regard to formal gowns. 
Instead of concerning yourself 
with the size on the tag, focus on 
the fit. Squeezing into something 
that is too small can make you 
uncomfortable all evening long 
and inhibit your ability to enjoy 
yourself on the dance floor. Avoid 
discomfort (and split seams) by 
leaving some wiggle room in wed-
ding day ensembles.

n Focus on footwear. Guests’ 
eyes likely won’t be on your feet. 
Still, many people subject them-
selves to uncomfortable shoes all 
in the name of fashion. The fast-
est way to an unenjoyable time is 
having to sit out a wedding 
because your shoes are causing 
excruciating pain. New shoes 
sometimes need a period of 
breaking in, so wear them around 
the house to determine if they’re 

comfortable enough to wear for 
several hours at a time. Women 
should opt for the lowest heel 
possible to avoid pressure on the 
balls and arches of their feet. 
Floor-length wedding gowns usu-
ally cover a bride’s feet, so she 
has more leeway with finding an 
attractive, yet comfortable shoe. 
Outdoor weddings tend to be 
more casual than indoor affairs, 
and guests may be perfectly com-
fortable wearing sandals. 

n Brides can go minimalist. 

Wedding dresses range from 
ethereal sheaths to layered prin-
cess gowns. The more fabric, 
tulle, boning and crinoline in the 
gown, the heavier it will be. 
Heavy gowns can make it difficult 
to move around, particularly 
when dancing or visiting the rest-
room. Unless you have your heart 
set on a full Cinderella look, 
scale back on your gown. 

Dressing for wedding day comfort
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Couples' wedding days are special 
moments, ones they hope pave the 
way to a life filled with happiness 
and good fortune. That's why the 
bride and groom surround them-
selves with close friends and family 
who want to celebrate and support 
their new life joined together.

Perhaps due to superstition or tra-
dition, many couples employ some 
wedding day strategies to increase 
their good luck. The following are 
some of the symbols that couples 
may want to keep an eye out for on 
the day they walk down the aisle.

n It's good luck for the bride to 
see a dove on the way to the wed-
ding because doves symbolize 
peace and prosperity. Because 
doves mate for life, this symbol is 
doubly beneficial on a couple's 
wedding day, as it can be a harbin-
ger of a long, happy marriage and 
home.

n Some brides believe sugar 
cubes tucked into their wedding 
gloves leads to a sweet union.

n Hindu tradition states that rain 
on a wedding day is good luck. 
Rain is believed to be a symbol of 
fortune and abundance, especially 
after times of drought. What's 
more, rain can foretell a strong 
marriage. That's because a wet 
knot is more difficult to untie. 

n In Holland, well-wishers would 
plant pine trees outside of newly-
weds' homes as a symbol of fertili-
ty and luck.

n Grooms may want to give a coin 
to the first person they see on the 
way to their weddings. This is 
another symbol of good luck.

n Some couples plan to marry 
during a full moon, because that 
can symbolize good luck and good 
fortune.

n On a couple's wedding day, 
tears from a bride or a child during 
the ceremony is considered lucky. 
English folklore suggests that 
brides who discover spiders in 
their gowns are in for some good 
luck.

n Many grooms do not see their 
brides in their wedding gowns 
before their wedding ceremonies, 
feeling it is bad luck if they do. 
Many brides also do not wear their 
complete wedding outfits prior to 
their big day. 

Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-4 • Closed Sundays

Hannoushjewelersrutland.com

VOTED BEST JEWELER FOR 11 YEARS RUNNING

Wedding good luck charms

24 Merchants Row, Rutland, Vt.

802-775-7525

Modern Men’s Grooming

Fine Cigars  &  Spirits

Authentic Mexican Food 

Groomsmen
Package
Prices are

tailored to suit 
party.
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Weddings are a time for 
celebration and sharing good 
times. Some couples want to 
share their love and excitement 
with as many people as they 
can fit under one roof, while 
others may prefer a more 
intimate affair to enjoy with a 
select few. One difficult 
decision couples must face 
when planning a wedding is 
whether or not to invite children 
to join in the festivities.

Young guests can bring an 
energetic spark to the 
celebration, but kids 
unaccustomed to dressing up 
and enjoying a fancy night out 
may get swept away by the 
majesty of the night. Adult 
guests looking to have a good 
time may find it difficult to relax 
and let loose if they have to 

keep a constant eye on their 
children. 

The topic of children at 
weddings is a tricky subject. 
Family and friends may have 
strong opinions 
on either side of 
the debate. 
Ultimately, the 
couple needs to 
come to an 
agreement 
regarding 
children at their 
wedding. Once a 
decision has 
been made, 
couples can 
employ some 
strategies to make the wedding 
as enjoyable as possible for 
every age group.

No children

Couples who decide to 
exclude kids from their guest 
lists should alert guests well in 

advance of the 
“no kids” edict. 
Be tactful when 
alerting guests. If 
you will be 
sending out save-
the-date cards, 
include the 
phrase “Adults 
only, please” on 
the card. You also 
may want to 
include the 
information on a 

wedding website if you have 
one. A website affords you more 
space to explain your stance on 
young guests. 

When it comes to the 
wedding invitation, your 
indications should already be 
clear. However, you can 
reinforce that kids are not 
invited by addressing the 
invitations accordingly. Do not 
include the children’s names or 
“and family” on the envelope. 
Invitations should only feature 
the names of the people being 
invited.

Be consistent if you do not 
want children at the reception. 
It is not okay to allow one 
guest’s kids while excluding 
another’s. The only exception is 
children who are members of 
the wedding party. However, if 
you prefer a kid-free wedding, 
you may want to avoid a ring 
bearer and flower girl during the 
ceremony.

Chances are word will spread 
that the wedding is not for child 
guests. If you do not want to 
handle inquiries, ask a member 
of the bridal party to answer 
any kid-related questions.

Children allowed

Contrary to popular belief, 
children can be well-behaved at 

a wedding and add a youthful 
component to the celebration. 
Watching a child twirling on the 
dance floor or devouring a large 
piece of wedding cake can 
make a wedding day more 
memorable and special.

Couples who invite kids to the 
wedding should expect the 
unexpected from their youngest 
guests. Let the small things 
slide and speak with youngsters’ 
parents if any issues arise.

Arrange for some activities to 
keep children entertained and 
out of trouble. Have the band or 
deejay incorporate some child-
friendly dances or activities. 
Designate the kids’ table and 
arrange some small toys or 
activity books. 

Be sure to choose some 
child-friendly foods during the 
cocktail hour. Hungry children 
can be that much more fussy. 
Arrange a special menu with the 
catering manager and be clear 
about how many kids are 
invited. Usually kids’ dinners 
cost substantially less than 
adults’.

Some reception sites may 
provide a separate room where 
children can gather. A 
television with a favorite movie 
or a few video games may be 
all that’s necessary to pass the 
time. Hire a babysitter to stay 
with the children and give 
adults in the other room peace 
of mind.

Limited children

You may want to include older 
children at the wedding but 
have younger ones stay home. 
As you would for a wedding 
without kids, spread the word 
that there is an age limit. On 
save-the-date announcements, 
request that “No children under 
age 12” attend the wedding.

Be prepared for some 
opposition from guests whose 
kids fall under the age limit. 
Just be firm with your plans.

EAST CREEK
CATERING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

KATHIE COMSTOCK AT 802.353.0786 OR 

INFO@EASTCREEKCATERING.COM

SAMPLE MENUS AVAILABLE AT

www.eastcreekcatering.com

FULLY EQUIPPED

MOBILE KITCHEN

Kids or no kids
Enjoy a wedding that works for you



Manchester Newspapers • Perfect Wedding 2020 • 15



16 • Manchester Newspapers • Perfect Wedding 2020

Long after the final toast has 
been made or the last couple 
has left the dance floor, wed-
ding photos will help couples 
relive the wonderful memories 
of their ceremonies and recep-
tions.

Wedding photographers realize 
the important role photography 
plays in a wedding. Photos are 
how couples document their 
nuptials, and the right photog-
rapher can make all the differ-
ence. The following tips can 
help guarantee a successful 
wedding shoot and beautiful 
photos to recall the best 
moments of the day.

n Seek referrals. There are 
scores of wedding photogra-

phers, and some are better 
than others. Word of mouth 
from other couples can help. 
Referrals can offer insight into 
a photographer’s personality 
and his or her abilities to work 
with the wedding party and 
guests throughout the day.

n  Communication is key. An 
important component of wed-
ding photography actually 
starts well before the wedding 
day. The way a photographer 
communicates with you about 
your wishes and desired shots 
is very important, as this is 
when to discuss specific shots 
you want taken during the cere-
mony, such as whether the 
bride wants to be seen and 
pose with the groom prior to 

tying the knot. In addition, this 
is a great time for the photog-
rapher to get familiar with each 
venue’s rules regarding ven-
dors.

n  Choose a photographer 

who is confident and firm. A 
good photographer will be able 
to direct photo subjects and 
get everyone to participate and 
in line. Brides and grooms like-
ly won’t want to handle such 
tasks on their own, so a confi-
dent and firm yet cordial pho-
tographer can be an invaluable 
asset.

n  Prepare a shoot list. Meet 
with the photographer before 
the wedding and provide a list 
of all the shots you absolutely 
need to get. This way the pho-
tographer can plan for these as 
well as capture the candid 
moments throughout the day.

n  Discuss a backup plan with 

the photographer. Mishaps 
happen, even on the most 
carefully planned wedding day. 
Discuss what the photographer 
does to safeguard your digital 
photo files. Are they backed-up 
to a cloud or a secured offsite 
server? Does the photographer 
bring along a second camera in 
case the primary one has a 
malfunction? What happens if 
he or she is ill on the day of 
the wedding? How is a replace-

ment chosen? Understanding 
how the photographer adapts 
to unforseen situations can 
make you feel more confident 
in choosing one photographer 
instead of another. The camera 
gear should also have ade-
quate memory to store all of 
the photos, and a few backup 
batteries can’t hurt, either.

n  Consider hiring a photogra-

pher’s assistant or second 

shooter. The photographer is 
less likely to miss a shot or fail 
to capture various perspectives 
of the wedding if he or she 
works with a partner. While one 
photographer is doing close-up 
portraits, the other may be cap-
turing candid moments from 
onlookers from another angle.

n  Know what each package 

includes. The photographer 
should clearly spell out which 
items and services are includ-
ed as part of the contract. 
There should be no surprises 
when it’s time to pay the bal-
ance of the photographer’s 
fees, so go over each itemized 
detail to be sure the package 
in your contract is the one you 
really want. 

n  Get to know the photogra-

pher as a person. It can be dif-
ficult to loosen up in front of 
the lens, particularly if you do 
not have a good rapport with 
the photographer. Do not judge 
the photographer on his or her 
body of work alone. You will 
likely grow more comfortable 
with the photographer if you 
get to know him or her in the 
months leading up to your wed-
ding. 

How to find the right 
wedding photographer

Wedding photos help couples relive the wonderful memories 

of their ceremony and reception.

OPEN APRIL THROUGH DECEMBER

Book your 
wedding today!

Our radiant floors will 

accommodate early 

winter weddings. It is 

close to Lake George 

yet in the perfect 

picturesque country 

setting for your wedding 

or special event.
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...In Whitehall

Say “I Do”...

We have all you need
for your new home!

• Household • Home Decor • Collectibles
• Dishes & Cookware • Small Appliances

84 Broadway, Whitehall, NY 12887

518-499-0728
carolscollectibles.biz

DEBIT

Carol’s Collectibles
& Antiques

HISTORIC GROUNDS  

142 Main Street, Whitehall • 518-499-5017

OPEN 7AM ~ 3PM DAILY!

Fresh Ground Coffees

Cappuccino & Latte

Full Service Breakfast

Lunches • Eat-In or Take-Out

Small Wedding Parties
Rehearsal Dinners
Showers • Catering

CATERING
YOUR MENU OR OURS!

Whitehall, NY • 518-499-0603

BIG 
FOOT

WINE & 
LIQUOR

JOE’S 
PIZZA

BUSTY’S
BREW & BBQ

Sweet
Genevieve’s

Treat
Shoppe

Vernon & Ruth Scribner
55 Beckett Road

Whitehall, NY 12887

518-499-0349

Maple Syrup
Cream Candy

Retail & Wholesale

Scribner Maple
The Sweetest Wedding Ever.

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday noon to 4pm 
April through December

For information, call Skene Manor
during open hours at 518-499-1906

or after hours at 518-499-2053

Available for private functions
and special events.

8 Potters Terrace, Whitehall, NY

Skene Manor
“Castle on the Mountain” 

Offering free tours of the castle.
Visit the gift shop

and tearoom for lunch.

Available for Bridal Showers
and Rehearsal Dinners.

Champ’s Corner
Restaurant

PUB & GRILL

Champ’s CornerChamp’s CornerChamp’s Corner
RestaurantRestaurant

Champ’s Corner
Restaurant

Champ’s CornerChamp’s Corner
Restaurant

Champ’s CornerChamp’s Corner
Restaurant

Champ’s Corner
Restaurant

PUB & GRILL

OPEN YEAR-ROUND!OPEN YEAR-ROUND!OPEN YEAR-ROUND!

1 North Main St., Whitehall, NY
518-499-5172

Schedule a sample tasting!
Rehearsal Dinners • Bridal Showers, 

Engagement Parties • Small Weddings
– CATERING ON OR OFF PREMISES –

Owners

Chef Sal Panetta 

& Liz Priest

Authentic Italian & Comfort Food Recipes
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American Legion Post 49
72 South Main Street
Fair Haven, VT 05743

Call Us Today! 802-265-7983

AFFORDABLE HALL RENTAL

200 CAPACITY

Weddings • Showers
Family Gatherings • Fundraisers

FULL KITCHEN • BAR • PLENTY OF PARKING

89 County Route 41, Hudson Falls

or Email:
elaine@the1925barn.com

Green Mountain Tent Rentals is a family- 
owned and operated business that specializes 
in weddings and outdoor events. From 
the smallest rehearsal dinner to the largest 
wedding, trust Green Mountain Tent Rentals.
SOUTHERN  VERMONT’S OUTDOOR EVENT

RENTAL COMPANY.

Also servicing the New York area.

802-365-7839  OR  800-691-8368
Check out our website:

www.gmtents.com

TENTS, DANCE FLOORS, 
PLATFORMS, TABLES, 
TABLEWARE, CHAIRS,
AND LIGHTING
ARE AVAILABLE.

G

re
en Mountain

T
ENT RENTALS

While many brides opt to take 
their husbands' surnames upon 
tying the knot, over the years the 
popularity of such a decision has 
ebbed and flowed. Recent years 
have suggested the practice is 
once again gaining steam.

A 2011 study published in 
Names: A Journal of Onomastics 
indicates that younger brides are 
more likely to embrace the tradi-
tion of taking their husbands' 
names in marriage. According to 
the study, women who married 
between the ages of 35 and 39 
were 6.4 times more likely to keep 
their maiden names than those 
who married between the ages of 
20 and 24.

Many brides view taking their 
spouse's name as the natural 

transition from being a singleton 
to being a married woman. Other 
brides prefer they share the same 
last name as their future children, 
making the choice to take their 
husband's name a logical deci-
sion. Some brides feel having the 
same last name as their hus-
bands helps them feel more like a 
family. 

Changing one's name also may 
make it easier to deal with various 
issues. Finances, travel and even 
parenting concerns may be easier 
when women take their husbands' 
last names than when they don't.

But some brides still prefer to 
keep their maiden names or 
hyphenate those names with their 
husbands' surnames. Some may 
view changing their names as sac-

rificing their personal identities, 
while others may want to hold on 
to a family name they are proud 
of. Interesting names also can be 
hard to give up. Brides who find 
taking their husband's name 
would be a tongue-twister may 
prefer to forego this tradition.

Very often women who occupy 
positions of prominence in their 
professions keep their maiden 
names, feeling that taking their 
husbands' names will affect the 

cache they have built up thus far. 
Women uncertain of what to do in 
such situations can keep their 
maiden names professionally and 
still change their names legally.

Changing one's last name is a 
personal preference and a deci-
sion that couples should discuss 
together. Discuss the decision well 
in advance of the wedding so that 
both parties are aware of each 
other's feelings on the subject 
before tying the knot. 

Changing your 
last name

Although a large percentage of women still change their 

last names upon getting married, many carefully weigh the 

pros and cons of such a change before making their final 

decisions.
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Make your big day sparkle by 

highlighting your event with 
fireworks! It’ll create a dazzling 
experience your guests are sure 
to remember.

Contact us today to see how we 
can create a hassle-free, custom 
designed fireworks display for 
your event!

Our Wedding Displays Include:

  Free consultation with you, your 
event planner and your location 
contact person.

  Site inspection
  Permit acquisition and 
coordination with local authorities

 Liability insurance
  A professionally-trained 
safety-conscious crew

 Spectacular Fireworks display!

The MEMORIES  

You Make TODAY  

Will Last A LIFETIME! 

802-229-9690

www.northstarfireworks.comJaclyn Schmitz Photography
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Wedding invitations often provide 
guests with a first glimpse of a 
wedding’s style. Invitations also 
may serve as the means by which 
distant friends and relatives find 
out about a couple’s pending 
nuptials if a formal announce-
ment was not made.

Couples should keep certain 
things in mind as they begin to 
design their wedding invitations.

n Have a good idea of your 

potential guest list. Before shop-
ping for wedding invitations, it is 
key to have a strong idea of just 
how big the wedding will be and 
how many guests will be invited. 
This way you will know how many 
invitations you will need. 
Invitations vary in price, so cost 
may be a consideration if your 
guest list is extensive. 

n Decide on the formality of the 

wedding. Will you be hosting a 
black tie affair, or will it be a 
casual gathering at the shore? 
Guests infer many things about 
the wedding from the invitations, 
which should match the formality 
of the event in style and the sen-
timents expressed. An ornate invi-

tation written with classic wording 
suggests a more formal affair, 
while a whimsical invitation with 
less formal wording could indi-
cate a more laid-back event. 

n Dare to be different by play-

ing with invitation sizes and 

shapes. Rectangular cards are 
standard for wedding invitations, 
but you can explore your creativi-
ty by choosing more modern, 
artsy invitations. Circular invites 
or scalloped edges can add some 
whimsy to the wedding mood. 
Invitations that fold out or are 
embellished with ribbon or other 
decorations can be appealing. 
Just keep in mind that cards that 
are not the standard shape and 
size could be more costly to send. 
Always have the entire wedding 
invitation weighed and priced at 
the post office so you will know 
what the postage will cost.

n Choose a legible font and text 

color. Your invitation may look 
beautiful, but it may prove inef-
fective if it is difficult to read. Do 
not risk guests misinterpreting 
the date or the location because 
they cannot read the writing on 
the invitation. 

n Keep the invitation simple. It 
may be tempting to load the invi-
tation with lots of information, 
but all you really need are the 
key pieces of information, such 
as the “who,” “what,” “where,” 
and “when.” Crowding the card 
will take away from its aesthetic 
appeal. Most stationers will sug-
gest a separate, smaller insert 
in the wedding invitation for the 
reception information and 
response card. Never put infor-
mation such as where you are 
registered or “no kids allowed.” 
This is material better reserved 
for word of mouth or on a wed-
ding Web site.

n Do some math. It is important 
to know your dates so you can 
receive the invitations on time, 
mail them out, and give guests 
enough time to respond. A good 
rule of thumb is to mail out the 
invitations at least two months 
before the wedding. Have an 
RSVP date of no more than 
three to four weeks before the 
wedding, giving ample time to 
the caterers and accommodat-
ing anyone who procrastinates 
in sending in a response. You 

will need the final headcount in 
order to confirm seating 
arrangements and plan for cen-
terpieces and favors.

n Handwrite the envelopes. 
Your invitation will look more 
impressive if you address them 
by hand, rather than printing 
them off of a computer. If your 
handwriting is not very neat, 
consider hiring a professional 
calligrapher to write out your 
envelopes. 

n Make it easy for guests to 

respond. Be sure to place a 
stamp on the response card 
envelope and have that enve-
lope already addressed with 
your home address so that 
guests will have no excuses not 
to mail a response back prompt-
ly.

n Always order extra. Mistakes 
happen, and you may need to 
send out a few extra invitations 
that you hadn’t originally count-
ed. Always order extra invitations 
just to be on the safe side. And 
don’t forget you will probably 
want to keep one as a keepsake 
for yourself.  

Wedding 
invitations 
tip sheet

Did you know? 
The phrase "tying the knot" is synonymous with getting married. Although 

the words can represent the symbolic joining of two lives together, in some 

cultures, getting married actually requires tying a knot. The custom traces 

its origins to an ancient Babylonian tradition in which threads from the 

clothes of both the bride and groom were tied in a knot to represent the 

couple's union. Other cultures have embraced this tradition, and couples 

tie ceremonial knots during their wedding ceremonies. 



Manchester Newspapers • Perfect Wedding 2020 • 21

V3 Ph o t og ra phy

ROUND HOUSE
BAKERY CAFÉ

25 East Main Street
Cambridge NY

518.677.CAFE (2233)
www.roundhousebakery.com

Customized 
Wedding Cakes 

and Pastries

THE

BUNKER HILL INN

www.bunkerhillinn.com

A beautiful B&B nestled in the woods and meadows of Washington County.
Featuring a full country breakfast and gracious hospitality.

412 Bunker Hill Road
Salem, NY 12865

518-854-9339
Proprietor: Laura Coldwell

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

Many couples preparing for 
their trip down the aisle follow the 
familiar sentiments expressed by 
Dorothy in 'The Wizard of Oz.' 
Such couples feel 'there's no 
place like home' when hosting a 
wedding ceremony or reception. 

There are many benefits to 
hosting a wedding at home. 
Homes often hold couples' most 
cherished memories, and hosting 
a backyard celebration or an 
intimate indoor ceremony at your 
own home or the abode of a loved 
one can be a cost-effective way to 
have a good time.

Here are some tips to help 
couples navigate hosting an 
at-home wedding.

Assess the space 
The average home is not 

equipped to handle hundreds of 
guests, wait staff, caterers, and 

parked cars. Concessions in 
regard to comfort and safety will 
have to be made when 
drawing up 
the guest 
list. The 
wedding 
resource The 
Knot advises 
the general 
rule is six- to 
10 square-feet 
of floor space 
per guest for 
row seating. 
You'll probably 
need even more space for buffet 
tables, seating and a dance floor. 

You will likely need to 
temporarily move furniture to 
comfortably fit everyone indoors 
Ñ or rent a large enough tent for 
a backyard wedding.

Hire a cleaning service
It's important to present a 

clean, inviting 
space when 
hosting a 
wedding at 
home. A 
cleaning 
service will 
conduct a 
thorough 
cleaning 
before and 
after the 
festivities, 

freeing up your time for last-
minute tasks or to embark on 
your honeymoon.

Book an officiant early
Confirm with an officiant that 

they can oversee the wedding 
proceedings at your home. Many 
religious officials are not able to 

perform ceremonies outside of a 
place of worship. 

Learn if it's legal
Certain municipalities may 

require permits for parking on 
street, noise past a certain hour, 
closing of streets, and much 
more. Do your research. You may 
need to coordinate parking at a 
nearby lot (like a school closed on 
the weekend) and shuttle people 
to your home.

Consult with an 
insurance carrier

Inquire if having such a large 
party at home is covered by your 
homeowner's insurance policy, 
particularly if your home is 
damaged or someone gets 
injured during the festivities. 
Supplemental liability insurance 
or an umbrella policy may offer 
greater protection.

Secrets to at home weddings
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730 Lake Road, 
Benson, VT

802-537-2755
OPEN DAILY

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Closed Tuesdays

References available.

Invite us to your

wedding and     

cater to you.

Real casual 

comfortable food.

       Together   

create a menu that 

fits your taste and 

your budget.

 Expert Bridal Alterations 

RUBY’S NIMBLE THIMBLE 
Greenwich - 518.692.2765 

 

Tailoring for the whole Bridal Party 

Celebrate with us.

THE ORGAN BARN
672 North Grimes Hill Road, Granville, NY 12832

518-642-1814 • granville_pgm@yahoo.com
www.organbarn.com

• Spacious Grounds • Flower Gardens
• Ample Parking • Pipe Organ

• Grand Piano • Large Sound System
• Full Building & Kitchen Use
• Seating for up to 125 Guests

• Event Planning & Suggestions

Weddings • Meetings • Parties

Couples tying the knot typically 
want to share their excitement 
with as many friends and family 
members as possible. 
Preliminary wedding guest lists 
can be quite extensive, but many 
couples ultimately shorten such 
lists in adherence to their bud-
gets. 

One fuzzy area in regard to guest 
lists is whether or not to include 
a "plus one" on the invitation for 
single friends or family members. 
A "plus one" refers to single 
guests' dates. Party planners may 
extend the courtesy of giving sin-
gle guests the choice of whether 
they would like to bring someone 
along to the event or attend solo. 
The rules concerning plus ones 
are flexible, and ultimately, it may 
be up to the couple to create 
their own plus-one rules. The fol-
lowing tips can help couples 
determine which way to go.

Length of 
relationship
One way to set limits on plus 
ones is to look at invitees on a 
case-by-case basis. Think about 
unmarried guests and the type 
of relationship status they cur-
rently claim. For example, a 
cousin who has been dating 
someone for several months 
can be encouraged to invite this 
serious boyfriend/girlfriend. 

Recently divorced or widowed 
guests may not feel comfortable 
bringing a date along, but 
because this person was in a 
committed relationship so long, 
it may be well worth the courte-
sy to allow these types of 
guests to bring someone along 
so they can feel more comfort-
able.

Etiquette experts at The Knot 
say that, whenever possible, all 

guests should be addressed by 
name on the invitation. Couples 
can ask single friends whether 
they plan to bring a date to the 
wedding and who their dates 
might be.

Number of single 
friends
Another consideration is how 
many single people will be invit-
ed to the wedding. If it's a small 
number, a blanket plus-one rule 
can be established. However, if 
many guests are single, which 
tends to happen when young 
couples are getting married, the 
cost can be prohibitive. Single 
friends and family can be seat-
ed together so that they can 
converse and have fun.

For the guests 
It's important for people on the 
receiving end of a wedding invita-
tion to understand some key 

plus-one rules as well.

n If the invitation does not 

say "plus one" or "and guest," 
that means you have been invit-
ed alone. It is rude to bring a 
guest unexpectedly.

n Avoid asking to bring some-

one to the wedding if you were 
not originally given the option.

n If you were given plus-one 

status, be sure to respond with 
your guest's name. If you can't 
confirm who you will be bringing 
or don't know if you will have a 
date for the evening, it is better 
to come alone.

n Don't use the plus one as a 
chance to bring a friend only for 
the free food and drinks.

Weddings can be complicated 
to plan, and negotiating plus 
ones for single guests is part of 
that planning.

"Plus one" etiquette for weddings
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Choosing wedding 
reception favors
Planning a perfect wedding is 
no small undertaking. From 
scheduling venues and hiring 
vendors to tasting menus, lots 
of decisions 
must be made 
when planning 
a wedding. 
But when the 
pieces fall into 
place, the 
entire day can 
be magical. 

One of the 
final compo-
nents of wed-
dings are the favors guests will 
take home with them as 
mementos of the festivities. 
Though favors don’t require 
immediate attention, that does 
not mean couples should wait 
until the last minute to made 
decisions regarding their wed-
ding favors.

Brides- and grooms-to-be 
should not underestimate the 
importance of handing out 
wedding favors, a tradition 
with a rich history. A wedding 
favor is considered a symbol 
of good will to guests, and 
there are many different wed-
ding favors on the market. 
Finding the right one can take 
a little work.

A couple’s budget should be 
considered when choosing 
wedding favors. A couple may 
want to give their guests lavish 
gifts but should only do so if 
their budget allows. It may be 
challenging for couples to find 
favors that fit the theme of 
their wedding, as well as their 
own personalities and bud-
gets. The following are some 
favor-finding guidelines.

Be creative
Wedding favors can be just 
about anything, so there’s no 
need to stick to Jordan 
almonds or wine bottle stop-
pers. The more creative cou-

ples are, the more receptive 
their guests will likely be. For 
example, for an autumn-theme 
wedding, fill mason jars with 

the ingredi-
ents for a 
spiced cake 
and give the 
recipe direc-
tions on a 
tag. For a 
summer wed-
ding, gift 
guests with a 
sun and surf 
survival bag, 

full of sunblock, a beach towel 
and sunglasses.

Complete the 
theme
Some weddings follow a par-
ticular theme from start to fin-
ish, and wedding favors should 
stick with that theme. Couples 
who will showcase their love of 
travel on their wedding days 
may want to give guests 
keychains or purse holders 
that feature popular land-
marks around the world. 

Go traditional
Couples who opt for universal-
ly appealing favors can lean 
toward some popular options, 
such as silver cake servers,  
candlestick holders, decora-
tive photo frames, or engraved 
keepsake boxes. Aim for favors 
that have utility. Otherwise, 
favors may end up collecting 
dust on someone’s shelf.

Food and beverage 
gifts are fun
Food favors mean guests can 
enjoy their gifts and not have 
to worry about finding space 
inside their homes to display 
trinkets. Food favors can be 
lavishly decorated cookies, 
fine chocolates, petit fours, 
small bottles of champagne or 
cupcakes decorated like the 
wedding cake.
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Cooperation is key for couples 
planning their weddings. 
Compiling the guest list is one 
area of wedding planning where 
couples oftentimes must 
embrace both cooperation and 
compromise.

Putting together a wedding guest 
list can cause some tension. That 
tension may be confined to cou-
ples, but it may even occur 
between couples and their fami-
lies. Getting a grip on their guest 
lists may be one of the more diffi-
cult tasks couples encounter 
when planning their weddings, 
but there are ways to make creat-
ing the guest list go smoothly.

n Recognize the need to 

compromise. Couples who rec-

ognize the need to compromise in 
advance of compiling their guest 
lists may find it easier to pare 
down that list if the initial number 
of guests is too high. Couples can 
create lists of people they want to 
invite, breaking these initial lists 
down into categories such as 
'friends,' 'family,' 'acquaintances,' 
and 'coworkers.' Couples may not 
want to compromise on inviting 
friends and family, but each per-
son should be willing to remove 
some coworkers and acquain-
tances from their final lists.

nDon't succumb to parental 

pressure if mom and dad are 

not paying the bills. Couples 
who are financing their own wed-
dings should not feel beholden to 

their parents' wishes when com-
piling their wedding guest lists. 
Politely explain to parents you're 
working on a budget and that you 
have a predetermined number of 
guests you're capable of inviting. 
Couples can appease their par-
ents by encouraging them to com-
pile a list of people they hope to 
invite, and then telling them these 
people will be invited if other 
guests are unable to make it. 
Couples whose parents are foot-
ing some or all of the bill must be 
more receptive to their parents' 
wishes than those paying for their 
own weddings.

n Agree on a kids policy. A 
policy regarding kids may help 
couples as they create their guest 
lists. Couples working with tight 
budgets may decide that the only 
children who will be invited are 
their nieces and nephews. Young 
cousins likely won't feel slighted if 

they don't make the cut, and their 
parents may even appreciate a 
night out without the kids in tow.

n Employ the 'future versus 

past' formula when paring 

gets tough. When all else has 
failed, couples faced with difficult 
decisions regarding their wedding 
guest lists can ask themselves if 
prospective guests are people 
they expect to see again in the 
future or if they are people from 
their past. Including the former 
might be a good idea, while 
removing the latter may also 
make sense, especially if it's been 
a long time since couples have 
seen people who fall into the 
'past' category.

Creating the guest list is one of 
the more difficult parts of plan-
ning a wedding. But couples will-
ing to compromise may find the 
process goes smoothly.

Michelle’s 
Sweet CreationsSweet Creations

b a k e r y  &  s w e e t s

802-558-1632
596 Main Street ,  Cast leton,  VT

Wedding Cakes 
Cupcakes 
Cookies

 Pies & Tarts
Brownies 
Scones

Pop Tarts 
Cinnamon Buns

596 Main Street ,  Cast leton,  VT

Get a grip on

your guest list

Getting a grip on their guest lists may be one of the more 

difficult tasks couples encounter when planning their wed-

dings.

Did you know? 
According to the 2014 Real 

Weddings Survey from popular 

wedding website TheKnot.com, June 

was the most popular month to get 

married in 2014, when 15 percent of 

the nearly 16,000 brides and grooms 

surveyed tied the knot in what many 

people consider the most pleasant 

weather month of the year. Fourteen 

percent chose to tie the knot in 

October, another month with a 

reputation for agreeable weather. 
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Local vendors are often a go-to choice when 
couples are planning their wedding ceremo-
nies and receptions. As the 'shop local' 
movement grows in popularity, weddings 
present a prime opportunity to embrace this 
movement.

Couples may have different ideas regarding 
where to tie the knot, but local vendors can 
be hired regardless of geography. Brides 
magazine says the biggest factor influencing 
wedding location is the size of the guest list 
and the number of people who wouldn't be 
able to attend if the wedding was in a par-
ticular locale. Hometowns might be the tra-
ditional choice regarding wedding location, 
but the XO Group says one in four couples 
now host destination weddings. 

Once couples choose a town or city to host 
their weddings, they can begin exploring the 
benefits of working with locally-based ven-
dors.

Familiarity
Local vendors will be familiar with the area 
and possibly even the location where the 
wedding will be held. That can help couples 
avoid having to give directions, discuss 
venue protocols, and handle other tasks 
that must be worked out with non-local ven-
dors. For example, local photographers 
familiar with a particular venue will know all 
of the best places to get shots, and some 
vendors may have preexisting relationships 
with venue representatives that could 
ensure wedding day operations go smoothly.

Proximity
Local vendors can meet with brides and 
grooms more readily throughout the plan-
ning process, making things less stressful 
on the happy couple. This also makes it eas-
ier to drop off deposits, attend meetings, 
make fitting appointments, or attend styling 
sessions. 

Savings
Couples who travel for their weddings and 
employ local vendors will not have to pack 
as much. Using local vendors eliminates the 
need to bring along bulky dresses, decora-
tive items, flowers, and much more. Plus, 
couples needn't pay to transport and house 
vendors brought along from back home.

Environment
Individuals who take great strides to con-
serve resources by reducing their energy 

consumption and protecting the environment 
often find that shopping local is beneficial. 
Local vendors are more likely to source their 
materials from other local businesses, reduc-
ing their carbon footprints along the way. For 
example, local caterers may rely on local 
farmers for their foods, affording couples the 
chance to host eco-friendly or even farm-to-
table weddings.

Customization
Working with local vendors often translates 
into getting more personalized service and 
attention than mass retailers or merchants 
can provide. 

Going local when choosing wedding vendors 
is an increasingly popular choice among cou-
ples about to tie the knot.  

Benefit of hiring local vendors
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1-855-531-LIMO
Transportation for any event!

518-618-2266      802-438-9800

Weddings • Anniversaries
Bachelorette Parties • Bachelor Parties

Wedding Guest Shuttle Service
Proms • Nights Out

Airport/Rail • Concerts
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Wedding Flowers
Naturally Beautiful!

Free Consultation

www.gardenworksfarm.com
1055 Rt. 30 in Salem, NY • 518-854-3250

AT MacCLAN FARMS

Newlyweds often have a lot on their 
plates upon returning from their hon-
eymoons. One of the more critical 
issues newly married couples must 
address is their finances and how 
those finances will be combined 
going forward.

Combining finances can be a touchy 
subject for many couples, especially 
those who had not given much 
thought to their finances prior to 
tying the knot. But there are steps 
couples can take to make the pro-
cess of merging finances go more 
smoothly.

n Discuss finances early and often. 
Allowing finances to be the elephant 
in the room is a mistake, as couples 
do not want to begin their lives 
together treading lightly around an 
issue as significant as finances. 
Couples should discuss their expen-
ditures and spending habits as early 
as possible, as one of the biggest 
hurdles newly married couples must 

clear is coming to grips with one 
another’s financial habits. If such 
habits have already been discussed, 
then developing a financial plan will 
be much easier once that time 
comes. When discussing finances, 
define both short-term and long-
term goals and how each of you can 
adjust your spending habits to make 
those goals come true.

n Pay off any debts. The cost of 
weddings has skyrocketed over the 
last several decades, and many new-
lyweds find themselves in a consid-
erable amount of debt upon return-
ing from their honeymoons. When 
merging finances, couples should 
prioritize paying down such debt, as 
debt is a significant source of stress 
for newlyweds and long-married cou-
ples alike. Newly married couples 
with little or no debt should avoid 
spending above their means in the 
months after they get married. Such 
spending is commonplace, as newly 

married couples often want to fully 
furnish their new homes or reward 
themselves for pulling off their wed-
dings. But new debt can be just as 
stressful on a marriage as debt from 
the wedding, so avoid this potentially 
problematic pitfall by paying down 
existing debts with your newly 
merged finances.

n Make note of mutual expenses 

and open a joint account to pay for 

those expenses. Mutual expenses 
like mortgage payments, food and 
utilities should be the responsibility 
of each partner, and a joint account 
should be established to handle 
such expenses. When opening a 
joint account, discuss how much 
and how often each partner will con-
tribute money. One partner might 
earn considerably more money than 
another, so work out a reasonable 
agreement that details how much 
each partner will contribute each 
month, and whether such contribu-

tions will be made on a weekly, bi-
weekly or monthly basis.

n Make concessions for one 

another. When merging finances, 
couples often discover that they 
don’t see eye-to-eye on how each 
person spends money. Couples who 
successfully merge their finances 
often note the importance of making 
concessions with regard to their 
partners’ spending on certain hob-
bies or luxuries. As long as those 
hobbies are not putting couples in 
debt or jeopardizing their financial 
goals, couples can make conces-
sions so their partners continue to 
be happy and enjoy their favorite 
activities.

Merging finances is an issue that 
looms for many newlyweds or cou-
ples about to tie the knot. Though 
it’s not always easy, merging financ-
es early and discussing goals can 
ensure newlyweds get off on the 
right financial foot. 

Tips merging finances after marriage
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